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counted last August, 43, 381 volumes. The last previous enumera- 
tion was made in 1888 when there were 30,831 volumes on the 
shelves; the addition of 12,550 volumes, therefore, in ten years, is a 
gratifying rate of increase in view of the strictly special character 
of the library. 

In two lectures on the literature of natural history delivered in 
November as introductory to the Academy's Ludwick Institute 
courses for the year, I had the pleasure of commenting on some of 
the bibliographical treasures of the library while defining the scope 
and purpose of such a collection. The Academy is to be congratu- 
lated on the fact that there is probably no other in America from 
which the subject could be illustrated so amply. 

It gives me renewed pleasure to again acknowledge my indebted- 
ness to Mr. Wm. J. Fox for efficient assistance during the year. 

Edw. J. Nolan, 

Librarian. 



REPORT OF THE CURATORS. 

The Curators are able to report the collections under their care to 
be in an excellent state of preservation. 

Besides the preparation and cataloguing of new material received 
during the year, it has been possible to devote considerable atten- 
tion to the re-arrangement of several departments of the museum. 

Following the plan adopted last year, about half of the wall cases 
were removed from the upper gallery of the old museum and erected 
in the new basement, thus completing the Alcoholic department as 
originally planned. All the remaining Alcoholics, comprising the 
Reptilia, Batrachia, Mammalia, and Invertebrata were transferred 
to these cases. The systematic arrangement of the Fishes and 
Invertebrata has been completed, the latter as well as the Reptilia 
and Batrachia having been catalogued during the year. 

It might be added that the entire zoological collection of the 
Academy has now been catalogued, except a part of the Mollusca, 
the dry Invertebrate preparations, and the Osteological preparations 
of Fish, Reptiles, and Batrachians. 

The magnitude of this work can be appreciated when it is learned 
that the combined number of catalogue entries of the vertebrates 
amounts to sixty-five thousand six hundred. 
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Fifteen half-upright cases were purchased during the year, in 
which it is intended to arrange the dried specimens of Lower Inver- 
brates, the duplicates being stored in closets, which have been pro- 
vided underneath the cases. Part of this transfer has been already 
accomplished and when completed it will permit the removal of the 
remaining wall cases where the Invertebrata have been stored 
heretofore. 

Two new museum cases have been placed in position on the mam- 
mal floor in which are arranged the higher Quadrumana and 
Carnivora. One of these was provided through the Mary Jeanes 
Fund, established this year by Anna T. Jeanes for general museum 
purposes. The fund will enable us to make much more progress in 
future in furnishing the new building and in accommodating our 
rapidly increasing collection. Another improvement in the Mammal 
department has been the placing on exhibition of the Pacific Walrus 
obtained by Dr. Sharp and Mr. J. M. Justice. 

In the Archaeological Department Mr. Clarence B. Moore has 
presented an upright case for the reception of some of the material 
which he has added to the Moore Collection during the year. Mr. 
Johnson has continued to devote much time to the arrangement of 
the Isaac Lea Eocene Collection, which has been largely increased 
during the year through the liberality of the Rev. Dr. L. T. Cham- 
berlain. This collection now occupies four large double mahogany 
cases contributed by Dr. Chamberlain, and is undoubtedly the most 
complete and important series of American Eocene mollusca in 
existence, while it also contains the largest series in America of 
European Eocene shells. Mr. Johnson has also been engaged to 
re-arrange the Academy's series of Tertiary Invertebrates. 

In the Botanical rooms a series of nine cases has been erected for 
the accommodation of the herbarium, which has outgrown its old 
quarters. 

Temporary cases have also been fitted up in the Ornithological 
room for skins of large birds. Much time has been devoted by the 
several Conservators to the care of the specimens in their special 
departments. 

The Curators regret to have to report that much damage was done 
to furniture and material stored in the basement by the severe flood 
of August 3rd. The extraordinary rainfall flooded the city sewers 
and filled the streets to the depth of eighteen inches, from which it 
forced a way into the cellars and basement. The damage has, how- 
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ever, been repaired so far as possible, and the actual loss of specimens 
seems to be very slight, though much time was consumed and im- 
portant museum work seriously hindered. 

Owing to the necessity for removal of the publications from the 
basement several closets in the new building as well as considerable 
space on the top floor have been devoted to their accommodation. 

The additions to the museum during the year have been particu- 
larly noteworthy as will be seen by reference to the accompanying 
list. Most important are the valuable collections of Mammals, 
Birds, Reptiles and Fishes bequeathed to the Academy by the late 
Prof. Edw. D. Cope, which number about eight thousand specimens 
and include many of his types. The collection of vertebrate prepara- 
tions formed Dr. Harrison Allen and presented by Mrs. Allen is 
another important accession. A valuable series of birds from Mon- 
golia was received from Dr. A. D. Smith and the Messrs. Edward 
& George Farnum, and a number of Japanese plants and verte- 
brates from Miss A. Hartshorne. An important collection of over 
300 South Australian invertebrates, mainly mollusks, has been 
obtained from Mr. W. T. Bednall. The Zoological Society of 
Philadelphia has presented numerous specimens during the year, 
which have been prepared in the taxidermical department. In the 
Botanical department the most important addition has been the 
entire collection of Lichens made by Dr. J. W. Eckfeldt, the well 
known authority upon this group. 

Another accession of especial importance is a collection of Reptiles 
and Batrachians numbering several hundred specimens, presented by 
Mr. Arthur E. Brown. 

Efficient service has been rendered by the Jessup students, Messrs. 
W. J. Gerhard, H. W. Fowler, S. H. Hamilton, E. G. Vanatta and 
A. F. Satterthwait in their several special departments. 

During the year specimens have been loaned for study to the fol- 
lowing : Dr. J. A. Allen, M. L. Fernald, Dr. C. Hart Merriam, H. 
C Oberholzer, E. W. Nelson, F. L. Scribner, Elizabeth G. Britton, 
F. A. Lucas, W. H. Dall, H. T. Osborn, Walter Rothschild, Alfred 
Newton, G. S. Miller, Outram Bangs, Katharine J. Bush, Dr. G. N. 
Best, P. A. Rydberg, Dr. J. F. Whiteaves, G. D. Harris, Dr. G. M. 
Dawson and E. P. Bicknell. 

Heney C. Chapman, M. D., 

Chairman of the Curators. 



